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This is not just a guide –

it is an invitation to lead

• Practical, industry-led resource to help embed nature-

positive and Country-centred approaches into design.

• Developed collaboratively with industry experts, 

researchers, designers and practitioners, it reflects 

shared knowledge and best practice.

• Responds to call for stronger nature outcomes in the 

built environment from investors, clients, communities 

and regulators.

• By adopting the Guide, organisations can help protect 

and regenerate ecosystems, support communities 

and deliver climate-resilient places.

• Intended for anyone involved in shaping the built 

environment.

• Applicable to both building and precinct-scale 

projects.

NATURE DESIGN GUIDE

“

Creek Restoration at Bur’uda (Hanlon Park), Coorparoo, Brisbane
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SINGLE BUILDING EXAMPLEThe Guide equips projects to:

• Respond to the biodiversity and climate crises by 

delivering nature-positive and Country-centred design 

solutions that also build climate resilience and store carbon.

• Acknowledge responsibility to listen, learn and walk 

alongside First Nations peoples to ensure our actions 

support their ongoing connection to land, waters, cultures, 

languages and traditions. 

• Respond to increasing drivers, including:

• Community expectations, market and investor forces

• Industry leadership

• Policy and regulatory shifts

• Country and cultural connection

• Deliver direct benefits and co-benefits for nature and 

people across the four nature realms - biodiversity, land, 

water and atmosphere.

DRIVERS FOR USING
THE NATURE DESIGN GUIDE

PRECINCT EXAMPLE
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How to navigate the guide:

What you’ll
find inside
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INSIDE THE GUIDE YOU WILL FIND

PART 2: BEFORE DESIGN
Implementation guidance to help project teams to embed Country and Nature outcomes from the start.

PART 3 & 4: COUNTRY AND NATURE REALMS

• Key concepts including What is Country? What is Nature? Designing with Country, and the four 
nature realms of Land, Water, Atmosphere and Biodiversity.

• Nature-based design element: what they are, how they work, the benefits they deliver and key 
design considerations.

• Case studies showcasing real-world examples and measurable benefits achieved through nature-
positive design.

PART 5: AFTER DESIGN

Guidance on allowances in design for construction and operation.

PART 6: DECISION-MAKING

A tool to help project teams access opportunities, weigh design considerations and make informed 
choices for stronger Country and Nature outcomes.
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To strengthen Country and Nature 

outcomes, the guide outlines an iterative, 

staged process that embeds these 

considerations as early as possible in the 

project lifecycle. It beings with a deep 

understanding of the project's contextual 

landscape and future potential for nature, 

then progresses to identifying opportunities 

and setting Country and Nature objectives 

and targets.

PART 2: BEFORE DESIGN:

EMBEDDING COUNTRY AND NATURE FROM THE START
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PART 3: COUNTRY AND PART 4: NATURE REALMS

KEY CONCEPTS

Key concepts for Designing with Country
and the four nature realms: Land, Water,
Atmosphere and Biodiversity

Each concept includes:

• Aspiration: A high-level goal for that nature realm

• Why it matters: Explanation of its importance to ecological function and human wellbeing

• Design context: Integration with Country, community and broader ecological systems

• Benefits and co-benefits: Direct impacts and ecosystem services for nature and people

• Design principles: Practical considerations to support successful delivery

• Combined impact: Opportunities to layer design elements for greater effect
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Each design element includes:

• Description: What the element is and how it works

• Benefits and co-benefits: For nature and people

• Diagram: Illustrating key structural components

• Success factors: What supports effective implementation

• Limitations: Constraints or known challenges

• Design considerations: Technical and contextual planning factors

• Lifecycle integration: Guidance across planning, design, construction and operation

• Applicability: Where the element can be applied (building, precinct, retrofit)

• Combining elements: Synergies with other interventions

• Further reading: External links and technical references

PART 3: COUNTRY AND PART 4: NATURE REALMS

NATURE-BASED DESIGN ELEMENTS
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PART 3: COUNTRY AND PART 4: NATURE REALMS

CASE STUDIES

Each design element is paired with a
case study to showcase real-world
examples and the measurable benefits
of nature-positive design. 

Each case studies highlights:

• Project context and partners

• Benefits and co-benefit outcomes delivered

• Key design considerations

• Construction and operational insights

• Links to more detailed project information 
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PART 5: AFTER DESIGN

ALLOWANCES IN DESIGN FOR

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION

Key design stage steps to enable
success in construction and operation:

1. Plan for long-term maintenance

2. Monitor, evaluate and adapt

3. Knowledge sharing and capacity building

4. Prioritise building long-term partnerships
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PART 6: DECISION-MAKING

DECIDING WHICH

NATURE-BASED DESIGN 

ELEMENTS FOR YOUR PROJECT

• What good looks like: When design elements are combined 

and integrated, the scale of benefits are amplified - supporting 

more complex and connected outcomes across biodiversity, 

land, water and atmosphere.

• How to decide which design elements to use: Key steps 

guide project teams to identify a shortlist of nature-based design 

elements for further exploration during design development and 

delivery. This process is supported by long-form cross-reference 

tables and a beta version of the Country and Nature design tool 

in Excel format.
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Conclusion
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NEXT STEPS AND

CALL TO ACTION

• The future of the built environment depends on how well we learn 

from, design with and care for Nature.

• We invite everyone - designers, developers, planners, policymakers

and communities - to join us in reshaping the built environment through 

Nature.

• Use the Nature Design Guide and supporting beta version of the 

Country and Nature design tool (Excel format) to deliver outcomes 

that benefit both Country and Nature. These resources can be found on 

the websites of these partners that created the guide. Nature Design Guide document (pdf)

Country and Nature Design Tool (Excel)



Thank You
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